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DIPLOMACY OF GOOD SENSE 
SIR WILLIAM GLASGOW IN CANADA 
By Ralph Harry 
Read to a Meeting of the Royal Historical Society at Newstead House, Brisbane, 
on 28 February 1980 
When the Australian Government established its first diplomatic posts 
in 1940 it selected as High Commissioner in Ottawa a distinguished 
soldier-statesman from Queensland, Sir WilHam Glasgow. He made a 
pioneering contribution to Australian-Canadian relations and Australian 
diplomatic practice. 
In 1935 the Canadian Government had proposed to Canberra the 
exchange of High Commissioners, but the Australian Government had 
not then considered it opportune.' In a letter to Mr. R. G. Casey, former 
External Affairs Officer in London, then Treasurer, on 25 January, 1939, 
Mr. F. K. Officer, Counsellor in the British Embassy in Washington, 
expressed the view after a visit to Canada that the appointment of a High 
Commissioner in Ottawa was more important than the establishment of 
a Legation in the United States.^ He repeated this vie^w on 16 February^, 
and in August during a further visit to Ottawa reported his impression 
that the Canadian Department of External Affairs "thought it would be a 
happy development if an AustraHan High Commissioner or other 
political representative in Ottawa and an Australian Legation in the 
U.S.A. could be established more or less contemporaneously".'' 
On 3 September 1939 the Canadian Prime Minister, Mr. MacKenzie 
King, sought urgent agreement on an exchange anticipating difficult 
problems Hkely to face members of the Commonwealth as a result of 
the conflict that had begun.^ After confirming through Mr. S. M. Bruce, 
High Commissioner in London, that the Bridsh Government would 
welcome such an appointment. Cabinet authorised Mr. R. G. Menzies to 
inform the Government of Canada that Australia cordiaHy concurred.'' 
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The role of the new office was analysed in a memorandum sent on 13 
September by the Secretary of the Department of External Affairs to Sir 
Henry Gullett as Minister for External Affairs. He stressed that, like a 
legation in a foreign country, the office of the High Commissioner 
would be entirely political and would have as its object "the external 
representation of the Commonwealth Government". He urged that, 
unhke the High Commissioner in London, it be under the same juris-
diction as the Australian Ministers in Washington and Tokyo, namely 
that of the Minister for External Affairs.^ 
FIRST HIGH COMMISSIONER 
The Australian Government selected as its first High Commissioner 
Major-General Sir William Glasgow, a distinguished soldier of the First 
World War with a good record in politics and deep roots in the land and 
in business in Queensland. 
The strong Glasgow personality shows through in this picture, taken during 
his Canadian term. 
Thomas William Glasgow was born at Tiaro, Queensland on 6 June 
1876. He was educated at Maryborough Grammar School and then 
became a member of the staff of the Queensland National Bank at 
Gympie. He joined the military forces as a boy, and in the South African 
War fought as a Heutenant in the Queensland Mounted Rifles. He was 
mentioned in dispatches and awarded the D.S.O. and Queen's Medal 
with five clasps. Later he took up a grazing property in Queensland In 
1904 he married Annie Isabel Stumm. He joined the A.I.F in 1914 and as 
an officer of the First Light Horse took part in the GalHpoH campaign. 
He was acting in command at Pope's Hill on Gallipoli in August 1915, 
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and personally led with success the right of his regiment in the dawn 
attack against Dead Man's Ridge.s After a savage attack when he came 
back under fire carrying a wounded light horseman, he was promoted in 
the field from major to lieutenant-colonel. The same year he was picked 
by General Birdwood to form and train the 13th Brigade of the 4th 
Australian Division in Egypt, and, when ready, he took it to France. Later 
he was given command of the 1st Division. He fought with his men in 
France through some of the bloodiest batdes of the war and, in close 
association with Brigadier-General "Pompey" Elliott finally turned the 
Germans at Villers-Bretonneux on 25 April 1917. He was awarded the 
Croix de Guerre avec palme and made a member of the Legion of 
Honour. 
After the First World War Glasgow turned to politics. He was elected 
as a National Party candidate to the Senate for Queensland in 1919. On 
18 June 1926 he became Minister for Home Territories in the Bruce-
Page Government. From 1927 to 1929 he was Minister for Defence and 
went to Europe to study army mechanisation. In this period Glasgow 
was a close friend of Sir John Latham and also of Sir George Pearce, 
Minister for External Affairs, whom he succeeded as Minister for Home 
and Territories.' He remained a Senator until 1932. At the same dme he 
ran his property at Dingo in central Queensland and looked after varied 
business interests. 
After an office had been established, with the help of the Trade Com-
missioner in Toronto, Sir William proceeded to Ottawa. The Canadians 
were delighted with this old "digger" who presented his letter from Mr. 
Menzies to Prime Minister MacKenzie King. His office was at 114 
Wellington Street, directly opposite Parliament House, close to the 
Department of External Affairs and almost next door to the Rideau 
Club (heart of the Ottawa "estabHshment", recently destroyed by fire) 
where he would drop in for lunch to gather news and express his views. 
His bushy eye-brows "which seemed to shoot out and nail the listener, 
the eagle nose, and the chiselled mouth that spoke as if it tasted every 
word"'" became a familiar sight at the dinner parties of war-time 
Ottawa. He entertained with disdncdon at 407 Wilbrod Street, rather a 
barn of a house but decorated as well as AustraHan finances of the period 
would permit and conveniendy placed close to Laurier House, the resi-
dence of MacKenzie King as the leader of the Liberal Party of Canada. 
Particular friends were the Irish High Commissioner, John J. Hearne and 
the British High Commissioner, Malcolm Macdonald 
DIPLOMATIC T E C H N I Q U E 
The staff consisted of an official secretary, Noel St. Clair Deschamps, 
and an assistant, Geoffrey Bridgland. The Australian Trade Commis-
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sioner in Toronto, Mr. Rupert Ellen, assisted in initial arrangements 
including the recruitment of a secretary for Sir William who acted also 
as accountant, and a stenographer. I replaced Bridgland in 1943, and 
Deschamps was succeeded by Dr. W.A. Wynes a Constitutional lawyer 
from Adelaide the following year. 
Glasgow had a very simple diplomatic technique in dealing with the 
Canadian Government. When he received a telegram from Canberra he 
would ask to see the Prime Minister and Minister for External Affairs, 
W. L. MacKenzie King, or on less important matters the Deputy Minis-
ter (Secretary) of the Department of External Affairs. He would walk 
across to the East Block with a copy of the telegram in his pocket and as 
soon as he had entered the office of the Minister or the official the tele-
gram would be handed over without further ado. "If you can't give me 
the answer now let me know when you are ready and I'll drop over 
again, or Deschamps can come over and have a talk". It was a technique 
that appealed to the Canadians. Glasgow was never kept waiting for his 
interview and the replies he got were usually favourable. 
Sir Edwin McCarthy tells the story of an occasion when he went to 
Canada to try to get ships for Australia under the Canadian Mutual Aid 
Programme. The Canadian official concerned told him they had no ships 
to spare. McCarthy expressed disappointment. "Oh", said the Canadian, 
"We can't spare them, but you'U get them. Old BiU Glasgow is such a 
good friend of C D. Howe!"" 
On 13 December 1940 R. G. Casey, then Minister to the United 
States, telegraphed Sir William that there was a great risk of Mr. Lloyd 
George being appointed British Ambassador in Washington to succeed 
Lord Lothian, and that this was viewed with alarm in high quarters in 
Washington. Within 24 hours Mr. ChurchiH received a message from 
Mr. MacKenzie King expressing concern at press speculation about the 
possible appointment of Lloyd George and explaining why, and suggest-
ing one or more of the men Casey had mentioned.'^ 
AIR TRAINING P L A N 
The main work of the High Commissioner in Canada derived from 
the fact that quite early in the Second World War the British Common-
wealth Air Training Plan had been established and thousands of Aus-
tralian air crew and navigators went to Canada for their basic training. 
The Royal Australian Air Force set up a mission in Ottawa, for much of 
the dme under the command of Air Vice-Marshal (Jim) Goble. This 
mission dealt with the technical details of movements, pay, discipline and 
training, but on general quesdons of poHcy, including the financial 
arrangements, the High Commissioner would have to negotiate with 
the Canadian Government. Sir William had a warm friendship with H. 
G. Norman, of Price Waterhouse, financial adviser to the plan. 
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Glasgow took a keen personal interest in the welfare of the Australian 
airmen. Several times a year he would set off on a visit to one or more of 
the training schools which were scattered across Canada from the Pacific 
to the Atlantic coast. Often it was made a joint expedition with the New 
Zealand High Commissioner, Roberts M. (Bob) First, and the Chief of 
the New Zealand Air Mission, Group Captain "Tiny" White. The Third 
Secretary in the Australian High Commission was included to act as 
secretary, and to make a fourth at bridge in the train or in the Goose 
aircraft which the Royal Canadian Air Force would make available to 
take the High Commissioner to the more remote establishments. 
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Sir William was enthusiastic for the British Commonwealth Air Training 
Plan: a tarmac conference in Canada, 1943. 
When we arrived at the base, somedmes escorted in by R.C.A.F. 
fighters, which used us for interception and formation training, we 
would inspect a guard of honour and have a drink with the commanding 
officer. The Australians and New Zealanders would then be paraded. Sir 
William as a former General and polidcian did not spend much dme on 
pep talks, though he spoke briefly on keeping up AustraHa's reputation. 
He preferred to talk to the men in small groups, setdng them at ease by 
inquiries about their home towns. Then came the invariable: "Have you 
any problems?". At this point he would wave in my direction: "My 
secretary will take a note of any difficuhies we may be able to straighten 
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out". There were seldom any serious complaints - but perhaps mail had 
been slow in getting through, or there had been less steak than usual in 
the diet. After his talk with the men the High Commissioner would be 
given a tour of the establishment to see new installations, aircraft and 
training equipment, provided under the plan. At Halifax we would 
somedmes go aboard the transport - in March 1944 we saw an embar-
kation on the Nieuw Amsterdam. 
The Australian airmen were a lively lot, with a highly developed sense 
of humour. Residents of Manitoba, whose University conferred on Sir 
William an honorary Doctorate of Law, still remember the search for 
the missing mascot of one unit, a blue kangaroo! 
The Canadian people generously opened their homes to these young 
men from "down under" but it was still a problem to provide entertain-
ment for the men on leave, particularly in Ottawa and in Halifax where 
the air crews had a wait of several days before embarking for the United 
Kingdom. To meet this need clubs were essential, and Sir William took a 
keen interest in their establishment and development. In Ottawa the 
Young Men's Christian Association had a "Red Triangle"Club directed 
by a young Australian, Douglas Deane. Sir William and Lady Glasgow 
would turn out for special occasions, such as concerts by the Australian 
tenor Kenneth Neate, then an AC2 in the Royal Canadian Air Force. 
In Halifax with the enthusiastic help of Charles Burchell, the first 
Canadian High Commissioner in Australia and his son, and Professor 
Bennett, a New Zealander at Dalhousie University, an "Anzac Club" was 
established which provided a haven for AustraHan and New Zealand 
airmen "on the loose" as well as for merchant seamen. The High Com-
missioner, Official Secretary or Third Secretary visited Halifax from 
time to time for meetings of the committee. The Anzac Club continued 
until 1944, when the need in Halifax had become less. Consideration was 
given to setting up a club in Montreal which had become the main holi-
day centre. Sir William felt this not warranted, although in March 1943 
five hundred Australians were waiting for their draft. By and large the 
R.A.A.F. behaved very well, but there were occasional language prob-
lems. The Department of External Affairs telephoned one day about a 
contingent of Australian-Chinese due to arrive. On inquiry they turned 
out to be not "Chinese" but just "trainees"! On another occasion statistics 
of our operations appeared in the local newspaper, the Ottawa Journal 
Inquiry revealed that the sergeant thought the figures had been request-
ed by the Auditor-General! 
W O R K I N G OF M U T U A L AID 
Another major task of the High Commission in this period was the 
negotiation of an Agreement on Mutual Aid, the Canadian equivalent of 
the United States Lend-Lease arrangement invented by Roosevelt to 
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ensure the continued supply of war material to the Allies after their cash 
resources were exhausted. After the basic agreement was reached, the 
flow of equipment from Canada dramatically increased and the High 
Commissioner was assisted by a War Supplies Procurement office head-
ed by a Canadian, Stuart McKay-Smith, who became a frequent visitor 
to our office in Welhngton Street. 
The Canadians agreed to build, under the Mutual Aid Scheme, two 
merchant ships for the Australian trade. They were constructed by the 
St. John Dry Dock and Shipbuilding Company at Saint John, New 
Brunswick, a town with a ship-building tradition going back to the days 
of wooden clippers. As the ships were approaching completion we were 
told that they would form part of the Canadian Park Line. Ships of this 
line were named after Canadian parks like "Algonquin Park" and "Jasper 
Park", and it was proposed to give the ships being built for Australia the 
names of Australian parks. Lady Glasgow would be invited to launch at 
least one ship, and we were asked to suggest two parks with suitable 
names with historical or aboriginal significance. We quickly agreed that 
"Taronga Park" would be a fine resounding name. True it was only a zoo 
but it was (and is) a very fine zoo and the native word "Taronga" had 
excellent qualities. The problem was that Taronga Park was in Sydney, 
so obviously the other park had to be selected from the Melbourne area. 
Some Melbournites in the Air Mission suggested "Fawkner Park", 
which perpetuates the memory of John Pascoe Fawkner, one of the 
founders of Melbourne. 
After the problem of the names had been solved came the launching 
itself Sir William and Lady Glasgow went down by train via Montreal 
to St. John where we stayed at the "Admiral Beatty". The Fawkner Park, 
already launched, was being fitted out. The Taronga Park, was on the 
slips, gay with bunting. It had a huge kangaroo painted on the side with a 
ship poking out of its pouch. Lady Glasgow's launching went off with-
out a hitch. 
The publicity given to the launching of the Taronga Park produced 
one side-effect which was to plague our lives in the following months. 
The directors of the Toronto Zoo suggested to Sir WilHam that the 
Taronga Park should carry out to Australia on its maiden voyage, as a 
mascot, a Canadian bear cub which could be presented on arrival to the 
zoo of the same name. The High Commissioner could see no objection 
and Sir Edward Hallstrom of Taronga Park was delighted. Unfortunately 
the fitting-out of the Taronga Park was delayed. Winter came on and the 
bear cub which had been selected hibernated. By springtime the cub had 
acquired a mate and the Toronto Zoo proposal had expanded. Event-
ually when the ship sailed it carried, in addition to the original bear cub 
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and its mate, one pair of grey squirrels, one pair of red squirrels, one pair 
of chipmunks and a couple of deodorized skunks. The whole expedition 
was under the charge of a keeper who rejoiced in the name of Parrott. 
The last report received by the High Commission was that the consign-
ment had arrived safely with the exception of one of the grey squirrels 
which had died, and the skunks which had broken loose from their cage 
but were believed to be at large in the hold. It was hoped to find them 
during unloading! 
AS SPEAKER A N D H O S T 
Sir WiHiam was in great demand as a speaker on all sorts of occasions -
the closing exercises of Ashbury College where he praised the training 
in teamwork and discipline for young men about to take their place in 
the world at war - the Lions Club of Merritton, Ontario - the Rotary 
Club of St. Catharine's. His themes on those occasions were usually 
related to the Australian war effort. At Brantford, Ontario in December 
1943 he gave a talk on Australia's Industrial Development. At ColHng-
wood on 23 November 1944 he made a major speech on Australia and 
the war. On Anzac Days, with the New Zealand High Commissioner, Sir 
William turned out in morning suit and top hat to lay a wreath at the 
Cenotaph in Constitution Square and to attend a church service to 
which this veteran of Gallipoli invited his Turkish colleague. On Armis-
tice Day he would be found at some Canadian memorial. In 1943 he laid 
a wreath at St. Catharine's, Ontario. 
Sir WilHam enjoyed the steady stream of Australian visitors who came 
to Ottawa in the war years. In April 1943 we welcomed a party of Aus-
tralian parliamentarians attending a conference of the Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association, which had set up its wartime headquarters in 
Canada with Sir Howard D'Egville as Secretary. On 15 July 1943 Dr. H. 
V. Evatt, Attorney General and Minister for External Affairs, arrived 
with Dr. H. C. Coombs, Dr. J. W. Burton and Mr. Samuel Atyeo. Sir 
William was rather surprised to find that he was not invited to accom-
pany the Minister to his conference for the press, with whom as High 
Commissioner he had excellent relations. In the evening the visitors 
were invited to a dinner being given in honour of General Giraud, the 
Free French Commander in North Africa. Abe Rothman, a represent-
ative of the Australian press in North America, has suggested that this 
was intended as a snub to Dr. Evatt, but Evatt was received by 
MacKenzie King at Parliament House next day and given lunch by 
"some of the principal Parliamentary leaders." 
His broad range of contacts enabled Glasgow to gather an appropriate 
group for each visitor. When C. P. Smith of the West Australian came 
through in August 1943 Sir WilHam gave a typical lunch at the Rideau 
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Club - the Minister for Labour, Mr. Humphrey Mitchell, South African, 
New Zealand and United Kingdom representatives, officials of the 
Department of External Affairs and Wartime Information Board, the 
Head of the Australian Air Mission and the Assistant Official Secretary. 
When in March 1944 an Australian supply mission led by Mr. (later Sir 
Daniel) McVey came through he produced senior officials in the 
Canadian supply organisation. Post Office and industry. 
Glasgow with High Commissioner for New Zealand, Roberts M. Firth, 
at War Memorial, Ottaw^a, Anzac Day, 1944. 
On 31 May and 1 June 1944 the Australian Prime Minister, John 
Curtin paid a visit to Ottawa, was given a dinner by MacKenzie King 
and spoke next day in the Canadian House of Commons. He spoke with-
out notes but we rushed each Hansard "take" across to our office, and a 
full transcript was handed to the Australian journalists as they boarded 
the train soon after the Prime Minister finished speaking. 
Sir William also enjoyed the visits he received from newly arrived 
colleagues - the diplomatic corps was still relatively small and this was no 
burden. He would question them about their countries, and commented 
freely. The Swedish Minister, Per Wijkman, who arrived in August 
1943, was a particular favourite. He had been in Helsinki during the 
Russian bombing. When other diplomats were moved out into the 
suburbs the Swedish Legadon had stayed put. This appealed to Sir 
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William's soldierly instincts. When the conversadon turned to the post-
war setdement Sir WiHiam expressed the view that aU peoples could not 
stand democracy, though it was suited to countries like Australia, 
Sweden and Switzerland. He had never been able to understand how the 
Germans had been "led by the ear" so long by men like Hitler. 
In March 1944 Mr. Sevki Alhan, the new Turkish Minister, arrived. 
Sir William recalled that he himself had fought at Gallipoli. Kemal Pasha 
seemed to have been everywhere on the peninsula and was a magnifi-
cent figure. 
T H E Q U E B E C C O N F E R E N C E 
On 10 August 1943 the Australian Legation in Washington reported 
that Mr. Churchill had arrived in Quebec for a meeting with President 
Roosevelt. The following day, during a luncheon for C. P. Smith of the 
West Australian newspaper, Hume Wrong of the Department of Exter-
nal Affairs told us his chief had gone down with MacKenzie King to 
Quebec to meet Churchill. We reported from Ottawa that the War 
Committee of the Canadian Cabinet had met and that the P. M., Chiefs 
of Staff, Secretary of State for External Affairs and other officials expect-
ed to remain there for a week or a fortnight. We interpreted the fact that 
Canada had been chosen as indicating that decisions involving the use of 
Canadian troops would be taken. Sir William was on holiday at Rosseau 
in the centre of the Muskoka Lakes, but we kept him informed of 
developments by telephone, to which he was summoned by canoe. On 
22 August messages arrived from the Australian Government to be 
delivered to Churchill, and Sir William decided that he should go 
personally to Quebec. I met him at Toronto next evening armed with 
documentation we had prepared in the office, and we proceeded by 
C.N.R pullman to Quebec via Montreal. 
Photographers and newspapermen, including three AustraHan journ-
alists - Geoffrey Blunden, John Anderson and Betty RiddeH (of the 
Sydney Mirror) - met Sir WiHiam on arrival at Quebec. He fended off 
questions based on the assumption that some crisis affecting Australia 
had arisen and promised to see them later. We proceeded by staff car to 
the Chateau Frontenac, surrounded by Royal Canadian Mounted PoHce 
and American servicemen looking after President Roosevelt. 
Churchill gave Sir WiHiam some "asides" about the war which he 
recounted to me afterwards. Speaking of the United States' entry into 
the war, Churchill had commented simply: "Pearl Harbour, Pearl 
Harbour, pearls without price, Glasgow". On Russian entry into the war 
he had observed: "If you are sinking in a morass, Glasgow, and a great 
hairy gorilla holds out his hand to you, you'll grasp that hand".'^ One of 
the messages Sir William had been instructed to deliver was for Brendan 
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Bracken, Churchill's Minister of Information. Dr. Evatt had said "Tell 
Bracken PLATYPUS is on the way". We had concluded that 
PLATYPUS was the code'" name for some kind of amphibious oper-
adon and were interested to find out what it was. Sir WiHiam took me 
with him to call on Bracken. There was the famous red mop of hair. 
There were the horn-rimmed spectacles, the Irish charm, the careful 
smile. The room was indescribably untidy - letters and their discarded 
envelopes strewn everywhere - bottles - packets of Egyptian cigarettes 
- a bowl of peaches - a vase of roses. We had a very pleasant chat for 
about 15 minutes, punctuated by telephone calls including one from 
Stephen Early, President Rooseveh's secretary. And PLATYPUS.' It was 
a platypus, which Evatt had promised to send to the London Zoo, of 
which Brendan Bracken was a patron! 
The Quebec Conference was, in fact, particularly concerned with two 
subjects of great interest to Australia - the future strategy of the war 
against Japan, and the command arrangements in South-East Asia. 
On 22 August ChurchiH, in a telegram to the British Deputy Prime 
Minister, said that General Marshall had consented to his being repre-
sented on General MacArthur's staff by a British liaison officer of 
General's rank. He had discussed this matter with Dr. Evatt, who was all 
for it. He was telegraphing to Curtin about it, pointing out that this 
would bring Australia more closely into touch with the war in the 
Pacific.'^  
In addition to the military consultations the British Foreign Secretary, 
Anthony Eden and the American Secretary of State, CordeH Hull had 
discussions at Quebec on various political questions relating to the 
eventual peace settlement and post-war reconstruction. Cordell Hull 
raised with Eden the subject of dependent peoples on which he had pre-
pared a draft proposal for United Nations trusteeship. At the White 
House conference on 27 March, Eden had asked whether he might in 
strict confidence show the draft to the Ministers of the British 
Dominions. At Quebec, when Huh brought the subject up again, Eden 
said he did not like the American draft, which talked about "develop-
ment toward independence". He pointed out that in the British Com-
monwealth there were varying degrees of self-government; ranging 
from the Dominions through self-governing colonies like Malta, to 
areas never likely to have their own governments. He added that Aus-
tralia and New Zealand also had colonies that they would be unwilling 
to have removed from their jurisdiction.'* 
But Sir William flew back to Ottawa and sent a telegram to Canberra 
with his rather meagre results. Meanwhile, the press had reported his 
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visit and the Government in Canberra felt impelled to assert AustraHa's 
interest more strongly. On 24 August, Evatt sent the foHowing message 
to Glasgow: 
"I nodce that Dr. Soong appears to be conferring with Rooseveh 
and Churchill and it is most important that you should appear in the 
picture as representing Australia and that you should understand 
that it is most embarrassing for Canada and China to appear included 
whereas Australia makes no showing at all." 
"I would be glad if you would make this quite clear to Churchill, 
who will understand that the public reaction in this country is to be 
closely watched and who always accepted my view that on these 
occasions appearances are of the utmost importance. Further, it is 
expected that you will give full reports as to what the proceedings 
are and what decisions have been taken. I am sure that if you will 
show this telegram to Mr. Churchill and the President they will 
understand the position..."" 
So we made another trip to Quebec. Fortunately there was room this 
time on a 'plane. By 1430 we were once more in the Chateau Frontenac 
and Sir William went into the Citadel to see Churchill again - this time 
for a fairly brief interview, but he was able to report:-
"He said that the main discussions were between Roosevelt and him-
self only in consultation with the Combined Chiefs of Staff Canada was 
not included, but advantage had been taken of the presence of the 
British Chiefs of Staff to have joint Anglo-Canadian staff conversations. 
Soong was only invited because the question arose of operations in 
Burma involving the use of Chinese troops. He said that he would be 
giving full details of the broad decisions reached at the conference to the 
Pacific War Council in a few days when he goes to Washington. You 
win also be receiving certain information through the Dominions 
Office. 
"As regards publicity, he undertook to make a specific reference to 
Australia in a broadcast which he is to give before he leaves Quebec. The 
press are being informed that Mr. Churchill and I have conferred again. I 
am informed that Bracken told the press conference yesterday that Aus-
tralia would be kept fully informed". 
On 27 August Glasgow cabled a message from ChurchiH reaffirming 
the same points, with a brief reference to Command arrangements. 
S E C O N D Q U E B E C C O N F E R E N C E 
On 7 September 1944 Glasgow obtained information from Malcolm 
Macdonald and reported that Churchill would arrive at Quebec to meet 
Roosevelt on 11 September. On 12 September he reported that 
Churchill had asked him to see him in Quebec. The visit was described in 
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Despatch No. 15 of 22 September 1944.1 accompanied the High Com-
missioner and we drove across the Plains of Abraham on 13 September, 
the 185th anniversary of the batde in which Wolfe defeated Montcalm 
and broke the power of the French in Canada. After lunch we walked on 
the terrace of the Chateau Frontenac overlooking the Saint Lawrence 
River and Wolfe's Cove. Later in the afternoon Sir WiHiam saw 
ChurchiH at the Citadel. In the evening we were welcomed at dinner by 
MacKenzie King with Mrs. Churchill. A cable from Canberra arrived 
while we were at dinner, and another at 0630 next morning. We 
returned to Ottawa later that day.. 
The Australian and Canadian Press reported at the time remarks by Sir 
John Lavarack, who visited the conference from Washington, where he 
was head of the Australian Military Mission, that he had not participated 
in any discussions and that there was no likelihood that the Australian 
Government would be informed. On 20 September the Montreal 
Gazette carried a denial by Sir John, who said that he had been given 
"fuH information". The High Commission in Ottawa put out a press 
statement confirming that the Australian Government had been kept 
informed. 
This was true. On this occasion Churchill showed Glasgow the tele-
gram he was sending to Curtin giving a general outline of Pacific 
strategy. He also discussed with Glasgow participation by the United 
Kingdom in the final stages of the Pacific War. He said the Americans 
"wanted to do the whole job" but that he was, in a friendly way of 
course, insisting that Great Britain should have her share.'' 
GLASGOW A N D H U G H E S 
Sir WilHam, like many Australian public figures, had a fund of stories 
about the Australian Prime Minister of the First World War, W. M. 
("BiHy") Hughes. Many were the classics like the famous occasion in 
Padiament when a member of the Opposidon had three times denied a 
statement he had made, and when "Billy" had paused, explaining to Mr. 
Speaker that he was waiting for the cock to crow! Others were drawn 
from his own recoHecdon. Once during a visit by Hughes to the Aus-
tralian forces in France a "digger" pushed his way to the front and held 
out a snapshot. "I took this last dme you were here, sir, and I thought you 
might like a copy though it doesn't do you justice". "Justice, my man," 
said Billy, "Jusdce! My face doesn't need jusdce, it needs mercy!" 
When Leonard Brockington, a great Canadian orator was going on a 
visit to Australia Sir WilHam wrote to Mr. Hughes suggesdng that he 
would be interested in meeting Brockington who was the best pubHc 
speaker in Canada. Hughes wrote the foHowing in reply from the 
Federal Members' Room, Sydney, under date 22 January 1943:-
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My dear General, 
Your letter of introduction to Mr. Leonard W. Brockington, 
K.C., came to hand this morning. No doubt the man will present 
himself in due course - with or without a brass band, his shapely 
brow decked with garlands. I note that he is an authority on 
Dominion affairs, and the best public speaker in Canada. (In Aus-
tralia, of course, 'best public speakers' are ninepence a dozen - so he 
should not lack company). 
Your references to the temperature revive old memories. I 
remember as if it were yesterday talking to you at the bar in Parlia-
ment House, Melbourne, years and years ago about that theme on 
which outback Australians wax so eloquent - the drought - and 
your rejoinder to my sceptic and flippant comment on your dis-
tressful story:- "You know Boulia". Yes General. "WeH the bloody 
frogs at Boulia have forgotten how to swim". Some drought 
Brother, eh?! 
Thirty-five below! A warm snap! I remember coming to White 
River one morning in the depth of your winter. Coming out of the 
steam heated car I did not notice the cold for a moment or two, and 
then nothing else seemed worth notice. I tottered, slipped, 
recovered my footing, and to the attendant said feebly, "By cripes 
it's cold". (It was 40 degrees below). "Oh, no", says he, "warm snap 
this morning. She was fifty degrees below yesterday". Canada for 
ever! 
How are you? By the tone of your letter well and hearty. Things 
go pretty weH here. The streets are crowded with well-dressed 
people, whose pockets are bulging with money. The war effort is 
sweeping along, gathering momentum and bulk in its course. There 
are spots on the sun: Strikes in the coal industry are a permanent 
feature of the industrial landscape - thirty-five thousand metal 
workers took a holiday on New Year's Day - everybody shocked. 
Government spoke firmly - they would be dealt with - Oh, yes! 
This kind of thing was the perishing Hmit. Evatt issued hundreds of 
summonses to show he meant business. Up to date two of the 
35,000 have been sent to jail for 14 days. The others upon whom 
summonses were issued were bound over by bonds! What a joy it is 
to have a Government that will stand no nonsense!! 
One more reference to Boulia! This is the best season for years -
and the bloody frogs at Boulia are staging marathon races and high 
diving exhibitions. 
May you live 10,000 years is 
the prayer of yours truly, 
(Sgd.) W. M. HUGHES 
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RELATIONS WITH STAFF 
Sir WiUiam was an exceUent chief He took a keen interest in the 
welfare of his staff He delegated technical diplomatic work to his 
officers - Deschamps and Wynes represented Australia at meedngs of 
theJ.L.O. in Montreal, and I was the expert on the affairs of the Pro-
visional International Civil Aviation Organization set up at the Chicago 
Conference of 1944. 
In January 1945 Sir WiHiam returned to Australia. The end of the war 
was in sight and he was anxious to get back to his family and property in 
Queensland. He was given warm farewells. At the Rideau Club the 
speaker said he was off to his farm known as Bingo! 
When Glasgow died in Brisbane on 4 July 1955, C.E.W. Bean, the 
official historian of World War I, described him as "the last of a magnifi-
cent group - the Australian divisional commanders of 1914-18"." But 
he had, as High Commissioner in Ottawa performed another important 
service for his country. He had established, as Australia's first High Com-
missioner in Canada and only our second diplomatic head of mission, a 
pattern of diplomacy which was to be a model for many of his succes-
sors, career officers as well as former political figures - a diplomacy of 
honesty, directness and good sense. 
A D D E N D U M 
After having read a copy of the above paper, Mr. John W. Holmes, 
formerly a senior official of the Canadian Department of External 
Affairs and later Director of the Canadian Institute of International 
Affairs, wrote to Mr. Harry, from Toronto on 18 January 1980:-
"I read with great interest your lecture on Sir Bill. No doubt it is far 
too late for me to add any details which you could use. Did you know 
that a proposal was discussed, at least in the bureaucracy in Ottawa, to ask 
him to become the first non-British Governor-General of Canada. 
When the Earl of Athlone departed there was considerable interest in 
breaking the tradition of having a Brit. It was Hume Wrong, I think, 
who suggested it might be a good halfway step to invite an Australian. 
The objections to having a Canadian were not just from the colonially-
minded They came also from those who were genuinely anxious to 
preserve the total neutrality of the office. Sir William was so popular and 
was regarded as having the kind of qualities which would make him 
beloved across the country that he seemed an interesting choice. I don't 
know what happened to the idea but I suspect it went somewhat beyond 
MacKenzie King's imagination at the time". 
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